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2015 and I am pleased to report the chapter exceeded the
goals set for the plan. The
goals included membership,
It is truly a great honor and
awards, advocacy and profesprivilege to be the President of sional development.
the Iowa Chapter of APWA.
We worked with national
As an Executive Committee
again this year to set a new
member for several years, I
Strategic Plan for the next five
marveled at how each president years. Brad Patterson, Chapter
did an excellent job and with
Membership Manager visited
the ease they accomplished
us at our February 26th meettheir tenure. With this position ing highlighting our success
comes the challenge to follow
and challenging us to become
in their footsteps. There are
even better. It is still a work
too many to mention, but their in progress, but I assure you
advice and mentoring has been, are goals will be set high.
and will be, greatly appreciated.
Each year a week is proIn 2011, the Iowa Chapter
claimed National Public Works
worked with the National APWeek. This year it is May 15WA to create a plan for chap21. This is a chance to highter success. It became our
light the efforts and accom“Strategic Plan”. It ran through plishments of Public Works in
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IA Chapter President— David McDermott, City of Council Bluffs

your community.
To emphasize the importance of
Public Works Week, the Iowa
Chapter requests a Proclamation
from the Governor. The request
has been granted and, on April 7,
2016 members of the Iowa Chapter will greet Iowa Governor
Branstad at his office in the capital building in Des Moines. He

Wiegand Receives APWA Top Ten Leaders Award
Paul Wiegand was recently named one of APWA's Top Ten Public Works Leaders of
the Year! Paul was nominated by the Iowa Chapter and received overwhelming support from many of our chapter members. Please plan to join us as we recognize Paul
for this prestigious award on Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at the ISU Alumni Center (420 Beach Ave, Ames) from 2:30 - 5:00 pm.

Join Us at the Iowa Chapter Spring Conference

Click Here to Register
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President’s Message
will read and sign a proclamation and have his picture taken with the members attending. This year it is scheduled
for 2:00 p.m. on the first day
of the spring conference.
Members are welcome to
attend, but there is a limited
amount of space in the governor’s office for this event.

APWA 2016 Public Works Poster

The Iowa Chapter has made
a concerted effort to reach

Continued from cover

out to students in the
state’s higher education
institutions. The effort has
paid off! Jeremy Huntsman, Sara Kappos and
Rudy Koester worked together to help get a student chapter of APWA up
and going at Iowa State
University. They extended
the benefits to the new
student members by ar-

ranging to allow them to
attend the Iowa Chapter
Spring Conference. What a
great job by these board
members to turn this important initiative into reality!
Dave McDermott
APWA IA Chapter President
dmcdermott@councilbluffsia.gov

Klostermann Appointed Public Works Director

“John is an exceptionally talented individual who has taken on statewide
leadership roles in
the field of public
works,”

-City Manager, City
of Dubuque, Mike
Van Milligen
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DUBUQUE, Iowa – City
Manager Mike Van Milligen
has appointed Street and
Sewer Maintenance Supervisor John Klostermann as
Dubuque’s next public
works director, effective
May 2, 2016.
Klostermann will replace
Public Works Director Don
Vogt who will retire on April
29, 2016, after more than 40
years with the City of Dubuque. The public is invited to
attend a retirement reception for Vogt on Wednesday, May 11, from 5:30 –
7:30 p.m. on the second
floor of the Grand River
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Center, 500 Bell Street. A
program will be held at 6
p.m.
“John is an exceptionally
talented individual who
has taken on statewide
leadership roles in the
field of public works,” said
Van Milligen. “John has
been responsible for
street and sewer maintenance, including snow and
ice removal, for over 20
years and has served the
community well. He will
continue to provide outstanding leadership as the
new public works director.”
Klostermann joined the
City of Dubuque in 1975.
He has held a series of
positions with progressively more responsibilities: street department
laborer (1975-1980),
street maintenance work-

er (1980-1983), street
maintenance foreman
(1983-1990), and street
maintenance supervisor
(1990-1994). He has
served as the City’s street
and sewer maintenance
supervisor since 1994.
Klostermann’s current responsibilities as street and
sewer maintenance supervisor include: planning and
operation of riverfront
maintenance, street and
traffic lighting, street
maintenance, snow and ice
control, sanitary sewer
maintenance, storm sewer
maintenance, flood control, and Port of Dubuque
maintenance. He is also
responsible for the development of operating and
capital improvement budgets for those activities,
equipment replacement
schedules, the annual
street and sewer mainte-
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Klostermann Appointed Public Works Director
nance programs, flood control operations, and maintenance plans for
the John C. Culver Flood Control
System. As public works director,
Klostermann will be responsible
for oversight of these activities and
refuse collection and recycling,
landfill operations, and the municipal garage.
John Klostermann, Public Works
Director, City of Dubuque

American Public Works Association (APWA), the APWA Iowa
Chapter, and the Water Environment Association. He was a member of the APWA Iowa Chapter
board from 1999-2004, serving as
president in 2003, and was named
the APWA Iowa Chapter’s Leader
of the Year in 2004.

Klostermann is a member of the

SUDAS Releases Revised Temporary Traffic Control Handbook
Submitted by Beth Richards
SUDAS Program Coordinator | Institute for Transportation
| Iowa State University

It had been a long-term goal of Tom
McDonald, who led Iowa’s awardwinning circuit rider program for 15
years before his death in October
2013, to revise what is now known
as the Temporary Traffic Control
Handbook.
The original handbook, called the
Work Zone Safety for Iowa, was
first published approximately 20
years ago and was later revised in
2000 and again in 2005. However,
with current state standards for Iowa based on the 2009 edition of the
MUTCD, the 2005 version was outof-date, as it was based on the 2003
version of the MUTCD.
SUDAS (Statewide Urban Design
and Specifications) program staff initiated a review of the 2005 hand-

book to identify what updates were
needed, starting with the differences
between the 2003 and 2009 MUTCD
editions.
A technical advisory committee composed of city, county, Iowa DOT,
Iowa LTAP, and utility representatives was formed to assist in the review of the handbook. An IHRB project was procured to cover the costs
of developing new drawings and
printing and distributing the final
handbook.
Now, the newly available, Temporary
Traffic Control Handbook provides
local agencies with uniform standards
for temporary traffic control. The
handbook includes sample layouts
that can be used on various projects.
Having sample layouts provides cost
savings to agencies because the designer or contractor will not have to
develop new plans for each situation.

Following uniform standards increases safety in the work zones. Providing uniformity among communities
will also help the public safely traverse through work zones.
One pocket-sized handbook was
mailed to all county engineers and to
all cities with a population above
1,000 citizens. The Iowa LTAP is currently distributing copies at their
Work Zone Safety training workshops, and SUDAS staff are distributing copies at their six district committee meetings. The handbooks
were so well received that many
communities are requesting additional copies.
What's next? The Iowa LTAP will
continue to use the Temporary Traffic Control Handbook in their trainings and workshops. SUDAS staff will
also work to incorporate many of
the drawings into a new section on
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SUDAS Releases Revised Temporary Traffic Control Handbook
Continued from page 3

temporary traffic control in
the SUDAS Standard Specifications.
An electronic copy of the
handbook as well as a link to
an order form to request
hard copies are posted on

the SUDAS website
(www.iowasudas.org). At
this time, hard copies of the
handbook are free!
Questions about the handbook can be directed to the
SUDAS Program Coordina-

tor, Beth Richards at
brich@iastate.edu.
Beth Richards

SUDAS Program Coordinator
| Institute for Transportation
| Iowa State University

Ames Channel 12 Receives Program Recognition for Snow Operations Show
Tempor ar y Tr af f i c Cont r ol
Handbook

Submitted by Justin Clausen, P.E., ty," Crisler said.
Operations Manager City of
The Best of the Midwest Video
Ames Public Works
Fest received 185 entries from
34 media centers in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, and
North Dakota, and 13 media
access centers assembled judging panels to review the programs.
A two-minute public service
announcement (PSA) on the
City’s snow ordinance received
an Excellence Award. In the
video, snow plows are shown
AMES, Iowa – Three programs clearing streets as Justin
produced for the City of
Clausen, City of Ames Public
Works Operations Manager,
Ames cable television station
Channel 12 received recogni- explains the process undertaken
during a snow event. The PSA
tion at the 2016 Best of the
can be viewed on the City’s
Midwest Media Fest including
an Excellence Award for a
YouTube Channel at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
Snow Ordinance public service announcement. Two addi- v=gzUY2x63E1w.
tional videos received
Achievement Awards. Cable
“The City of Ames is fortunate
TV Coordinator Derek Cristo have access to local cable
ler served as producer for all
television programming. We
three videos that received
are always looking for ways to
awards.
engage with the public to share
information, solicit feedback,
"It’s an honor to receive
and carry the message of the
recognition for the videos we important work that we all do
produce at Channel 12. I
as Public Works professioncouldn't do it without the sup- als. Utilizing short Public Serport of city staff who often
vice Announcements (PSA's) to
wear the hats of subject mathighlight the important points of
ter expert and TV personalicritical work activities provides
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a unique way and a unique medium to inform the public. It can
be a lot of fun to find different
ways to share the message
through videos such as camera
angles and the use of portable
recording equipment. We try to
think about camera positioning
so that it presents a view that is
not common but provides a
point of interest for the public. Doing these type of things
helps generate interest in the
video which helps tell the story
we want the audience to
hear. As technology advances
we try to make sure we utilize
every avenue we have to engage
with the our most important
stakeholders. “ said Clausen
Two other videos received
Achievement Awards, Ames
Municipal Band | July 9, 2015,
and “Where’s Brian?”, a regular
Channel 12 program in which
Assistant City Manager Brian
Phillips explores different jobs
within the City of Ames.
Award winners will be honored
at the Best of the Midwest Video Feast Banquet on April 28 in
Madison, Wis.
Justin Clausen, P.E, Operations
Manager City of Ames Public
Works
jclausen@city.ames.ia.us
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Davenport Public Works Achieves APWA Re-Accreditation
Submitted by: Robin Dunn, Public Works
Program Coordinator, City of Davenport

The City of Davenport’s Public
Works Department is committed
to continuous process improvement. This commitment was formally recognized when the department was Re-Accredited by the
American Public Works Association (APWA) on December 8,
2015.
Achieving accreditation and maintaining certification as an accredited agency is quite an undertaking
and accomplishment. Being accredited means the agency understands best management practices,
is knowledgeable, examines its
operations regularly, documents
its policies and procedures, and
engages in continuous process
improvement. The result of this
process helps Davenport to not
only demonstrate, but to ensure,
the services provided meet or
exceed industry standards for the
benefit of the city and its citizenry.
Davenport’s Public Works De-

partment is one of the broadest organizations accredited by the APWA
with accreditation in 35 of 39 functional areas accredited by the APWA.
Responsibilities are emergency management, safety and training, engineering and construction, stormwater
management, street maintenance,
storm and wastewater collection system maintenance, forestry, water pollution control, solid waste, recycling,
compost, airport, transit, parking, facility and vehicle maintenance, public
education, community code enforcement, building code inspections and
permits.
During their re-accreditation site visit,
the APWA Accreditation Site Evaluation Team also recognized Davenport
for four model practices:


Safety Award Program,



The Department’s recently overhauled Safety and Training Manual,



Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) vending machine system,
and·



The Urban Wood Utilization Program which seeks to repurpose

good wood rather than rendering all removed trees to mulch.
In total the department has received
recognition for 17 model practices
since becoming accredited in 2007.
The services provided by all Public
Works Departments are fundamental
to the quality of life enjoyed by our
citizens. Davenport’s recognition as
an APWA accredited agency demonstrates its commitment to provide
high-quality, professional services.
Robin Dunn, Public Works Program Coordinator, City of Davenport
rrd@ci.davenport.ia.us

Iowa State Student Chapter Off to a Strong Start
Submitted by Zachary Dietrich, IA APWA ISU Student Chapter President.

The new APWA Student chapter at ISU is going great. We've had our first events of
the semester and they were successful. For a brand new organization, we are seeing a
good turnout at all of the events. Anywhere from 5-15 people show up, and there has
been a good amount of interest from other clubs in the civil engineering department.
At the last meeting, we elected a new risk manager and social chair. These new positions will enable us to reach more students and build interest in the new organization.
Overall, this has been a great first year for the student chapter and we can't wait to make it even better next year.
Zachary Dietrich, IA APWA ISU Student Chapter President. zacd@iastate.edu
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Click here for more
info.

9 Cities in Iowa Recognized for Best Development
The Cities of Ames, Cedar
Rapids, Council Bluffs, Davenport, Elkader, Glidden, Manning, Monona, Sioux City, and
Winterset, Iowa were all recently recognized by the 1,000
Friends of Iowa for projects
considered to be Best Development for their application
of principles and practices that
promote responsible development and the organization’s
Mission, which is to promote
responsible development that:
conserves and protects our
agricultural and natural resources; revitalizes our neighborhoods, towns and cities,

and improves quality of life
for future generations.
Robin Dunn, Public Works Program Coordinator, City of Davenport

Above: City of Davenport was
recognized in the storm water management category for
its streetscape project at 4th
and Iowa streets

2016 APWA “Show For Snow”

2016 APWA North American Snow Conference
The Premier Event in Snow & Ice Management
May 22-25, 2016 | Connecticut Convention Center, Hartford, CT
Hosted by the APWA New England Chapter | www.apwa.net/snow

Iowa Chapter to
Host 2017 North
American Snow Conference in Des
Moines.
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The 2016 Snow Conference in Hartford will bring together more than 1,500 snowfighters
from every corner of the winter maintenance community. Public, private, rural, metropolitan,
domestic, international – they’re all sure to be there at the Show for Snow! The 2016 Conference features an exhibit floor packed with the newest equipment and products, quality education programs and technical tours, and opportunities to exchange ideas with manufacturers,
distributors, consultants and other public works professionals. Its four days of winter training
and networking you can’t afford to miss out on!
If you are planning on attending the 2016 North American Snow Conference and would like
to volunteer to help promote the 2017 North American Snow Conference, to be hosted in Des Moines by the Iowa Chapter, please contact Tracy Warner at
twarner@city.ames.ia.us
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2016 SPRING CONFERENCE INFORMATION

April 7-8, 2016
The American Public Works Association (APWA) and Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations (ISOSWO) share
many interests, and are again partnering together for a joint Spring Conference, an excellent event that you will
NOT want to miss!

West Des Moines Sheraton
800 50th Street
West Des Moines, Iowa 50266
515-223-1800

Click Here to Register
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